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Qylt.1. FS there ever a Poet among the Athenian So- 
ciety, and fuppofe a Queftion fhou'd be fent in 
Verfe, fhou'd it be an{wer'd in the {ame ? 
Anfw. Twill be time enough to anfwer this when 
he Querift has made the Experiment. _ . 
“Ouelt. 2. Who is the beft Englifh Satyrilt now living ¢ 
Anim. Wecou'd eafily tell him the wort, but let that 
sjone 5 and we need not tell him who was the beft, but 
syrephon is now no more, and Oldham is dead, who came 
weer him. But to give our Judgment impartially as to 
soe grefents as long as either Abjolom and Achitophel, or 
yan and Albienus are left, we muft conclude Mr. D--- 
oc only the beft Satyrift but the beff every thing elfe 
aceot the bet Chriftian, and even for that he’s now of 
se left Religion for a Poet of any intke World. 
Queft. 3. Do the Modern Englifh Dramatique Writers ex- 
all moft, or thofe of the lajt Age ? 
Anfw. Thofe who firft brought our Stage any thing 
gear the Ancients, as Shake(pear, Fobnfon, and tome few 
nore, had not, only moft of ’em a great Genius of their 
gwa to fhape and mould what they found, buta vatt feck 
oi Master to fet up wich, and therefore no wonder they 
yerefuch great Traders. For Tragedy, they had then 
sot only all the Hiftory, bueeven all the Fable of the 
World to work upon, as well as the Works of other 
Tragedians, both Greek and Latin ; and for Comedy, 
swell all the Fools of former Ages as our own plenit- 
si Crop. But our more Modern Writers are either in 
itory forc’d to graft on what their Forefathers have 
loge before "em, whom it may fometimes happen, they 
my mend for the worle, and ftrike out Beauties inftead 
Faults ; or elfe patch em up with a few mean Scenes in 
wmparifon of what they fo badly imitate — Or it they 
readnew paths, be forc’d to invent monftrous and un- 
utural Stories, which can never do well upon the 
Suge, where we expect the Image of Life. And then 
frComedy (with reverence to all the Quality of Pit 
and Box be it fpoken ) our Fools are now almoft all ex- 
tufted, and the fame Feo! feldom does well twice ; and 
vides, we require better bred Fools than our Fore- 
thers were contented with, fora Merry Millar or Cob- 
hwou'd make Excellent Sport at the Red-Bull or Globe, 
whereas nothing will down with us now under Law- 
wsClerk, or a Counsrey Gentleman. Now tho’ it mutt 
fe confeis’d there have been new Fields open’d for Tra- 
rdy, both by the Difcovery of a new World, and ma- 
y great accidents in this: And tho’ we have now and 
lien a New fit{bion’d Folly or Humour ftarts up to divert 
the World firft, and the Ssaze afterwards ; yet neither 
we the Inftances of the former kind very numerous, 
wrare all frange or dreadtul Stories fit for Tragedy ; 
wrin the latter cafe, are there enough without a great 
tal ot Art in the Cooking of ’em, to fatisfie the fharp 
Somachs of fuch Audiences as will be all Criticks in 
bite of Nature. For which Reafons we think that one 
rho hits the true Air either of Tragedy or Comedy in 
is Age, performs a more difficult task than thofe who 
lid fo formerly. Upon the whole, thé we have few, 
tiny Writers at prefent, whom Nature has given fo 
rata Genius, or fuch ftrong Thoughts as thofe of for- 
mr Ages, yet we certainly write more correctly than 
thy did, and our Humours for the moft part are better 
he tho’ their's better Farce than ours. 
eft. 4. Is there any Deceit in a Brimmer ? : 
Anfw. Yes, the moft in the World; --there’s firft a 
beeptio vifus in the thing it felf, for either ‘tis not full 
when you think ’tis, or elfe "tis over-full, as it muft be 
fit be full, which it never is unlefs ’tis more than 
bimfull, and yet then it lofes the Name, ia neither 
ule can be properly called a Brimmer. The Explana- 
ton of this Riddle is that, according to the Cerpufcula- 
tit Philofopby, all fluids are only heaps of romnd ghr- 


‘floras! Poem,we fhall here addz or-3 liges tothe Author of it. 


ticlés, which by their Figure have an eafie motion: 
Thus drops of water are round, when in their natural 
Figure, endeavouring thereby to hold their Continusty, 
as being oblig’d to flow as near as poffible to their pro- 
per Center, we mean the Drops, and therefore into a 
round Figure, as may be obferv’d in water cafually. fpile 
on any dufty place, which rolls along in big round 
Drops as long as it can to preferve its felf. And as 
Drops, of water are thus round, fo neceflarily the furface 
of ‘em is round too when joyn’d together, (tho’ it ap- 
pears plain, if we look on it in {mall quantities, ) as 
may be feen in the Sea, and if we look narrowly, even 
ina Glafs of Beer, or Water ; for as ’tis impoffible ex- 
actly to fill a hollow Cylinder with a Globe, but that 
fome part of it muft be above or below it’s edges, where, 
if you fill the Glafs to the Edges, the middle of the 
Liquor will ftill be higher, becaufe tis round ; and if 
you only fill till the middle is even with the Edges, 
the fides will not rife fo high. That’s the firft Deceit 
ina Brimmer, but there are a hundred more ina Moral 
Sence, as well asa Phyfical. Ina word, that old Saw is 
far enough from being univerfally true In vino 
veritas, unlefs wee'd tranflate it, When the Wines in, the 
Wit's out, or Children and Fools tell Truth. ’Tis true, 
Men generally {peak what they think at that Time, but 
then heres ftill a great cheat in the bufinefs, for they 
{peak what oftentimes they never think either before 
or after. Well may we calla Man di(guifed that has got 
too large a Brimmer in his Head, for it makes a Fool of 
the wifeff man in the World, it turns the Politician in- 
fide out, and makes him vomit out all his /tinking Se- 
crets, till he looks as filly as an Irifh Teague.—O’t other 
fide, it rranfmogriphies the Cobler into a State(man, and 
turns Trinculo into a Lord; nay, a greater miracle than 
all thefe, makes-the vileft old Grub of an #furer, grow 
as free and as generous as his mad young Heir, who 
what he goes to Hell for, will {pend at the Devil :--- And 
if there is no Deceit in all this, we are ftrangely mi- 
ftaken. 

Queft. 5. Whether Songs on Moral, Religious or Divine 
Subjects, compofed by Perfons of Wit and Virtue, and fet 
to both grave and pleafant Tunes, wou'd not by the Charms 
of Poetry, and {weetne(s of Mufick, make good Impreffions of 
ModeSly and Sobriety onthe Young and Noble, make themre- 
ally in Love with Virtue and Goodne{s, and prepare their 
minds for the defign’d Reformation ? and what are your 
Thoughts on the late Paftoral Poem, &¢c. 

Anfw. Nothimg buc a Stock is proof againft the 
Charms of Mufick, nay evenchat will feel, tho’ it can’t 
bear it. Weare not apt to believe fo ill of Mankind 
as many do, but think before il] babits are induc’d, 
thofe common Principles of goodnefs left in their Na- 
tures, efpecially affifted with Chriftianiry, wou'd ra- 
ther incline ‘em to Virtue than Vice, weré one but drefs'd 
as lovely as generally we fee the other : Now Mufick be- 
ing an Intellectual as well asa fenfible pleafure, (for it de- 
pends indeed chiefly upon Number and Harmony, which 
nothing isa proper Judge of but what has Redfon) and 
of all Mufick Vocal is the moft moving, efpecially when 
good Sence, good Poetry, good Tunes, and a good 
Voice meet together ; we fee not how Virtue, which is 
even of it felf fo amisble, can choofe but be much more 
fo, when thus adorn’d dnd attended. But ftill the Que- 
{tion is, who fhall be her Tyre-woman? For fhe may 
tarry along time before our Poets will trouble them- 
felves about it. And here naturally enough wou’d come 
in a Difcourfe of Divine Poetry and Poets, but we have too 
much Bufinefs already to Digrefs,or difcourfe on that Sub- 
ject, unlefs our Queftion call’d us more immediately un- 
co it. However, feeing this Querift feems not only to be Poe- 
tically enclin'd, but to defire our Thoughts on the latePa- 
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Y% --- by each Fountain, River, Stream and Grove, 
By all the pleafant haunts the Mufes love. 

By them rhemfelves, and great Apollo to0, 

I'll Sweur Ibardly love them more than you. 

Say, Dear unknown! what is’t that charms me fo ? 
a ‘eo fecret Nectar through thy Lines does flow ? 

What Deathleis Beauties in thy Garden grow ? 
Immortal wit in Natures eafieft dre/s, 

A Paradice rais'd in a Wildernefs. 

The harfb thy Subjedt, baggard and unkind, 

And rough, as bitter blafts of Northern Wind, 

Thy Divine Spirit correds each ruder Sound 

And breaths delicious Zephirs all around. 

Thus cae our Kindred, Art, and Painters Care 

Make even Storms look Beautiful and Fair. 

But whilft I praife, I mufi accuje thee too, 
When thou had& done fo much, no more to do. 

When to the brink of Boyne thy Hero came 
There to break off the chafe of him and Fame. 
Where had bin Albion now, had be thus ftood, 
But floating in another Sea of Blood? 

Toteave bim when the Floods crept foft along, 
And Silver Boyne distned to hear thy Song, 

To hear the Naiads Sing what thou dojt write, 
As when fhe role to feetiy Hero fight : 

See him all o're with {pringing Laurels {pread, 
And all his Angel Guard around his Head. 
This wields bis Flaming Sword — the Rebels fly, 
And that the fatal Ball puts gently by. 

Which Brittains MIGHTY GENIUS fhook to fee, 
And trembled at the Danger more than He. 

This! {weeteft Bard, hadft thou proceeding Sung, 
How had the Woods, how had the Valleys rung, 
And Pollio’s learned Muje, who fits above, 

The Shepherds Admiration, and their Love, 
Had deign’d thee Smiles, as all the World efteem, 
Which dares not fure diflike what pleafes him. 


Queft. 6. In Difcourle with a Perfon difaffetted to the 
Government, concerning a famous Book not long fince writ- 
renin the Defence thereof, wherein the example of Conftan- 
tine the Great is alledged, who made War on Licinius for his 
perfecusing the Chriftians, "twas alledg’d, that the Example 
did not reach the Cafe, and that Conftantine did not fight 
with Licinius becaule be perfecuted the Chriftians, but becaufe 
be broke the Contract made between 'em at their Entrance on 
the Empire: Tour Fudgment on the Cafe ? 

Anjw, We think there are many more Inftances in 
which that Hiftory hits our late Circumftances, than 
that Reverend Perfon is pleas’d to obferve, all which 
are given by the Hiftorians asthe Caujes of the War be- 
tween the two Emperors, as may appear to any who 
will take the pains to confule Eufebmus his Ecclefiaftical 
History, Lib. ro. Where he cells us, ‘ Licinius banith’d all 
* Chriftians from his Courts, and depriv'd the Soldiers 
‘ of their Dignity and Honour, unleis they'd facrifice to 
‘Devils: He abolifhed the wile and ancient Laws of the 
“Romans, murder’d their Nobility, @7c. and grew fo 
* much worfe and worfe, that his latter doings {til] ex- 
“ceeded his former, proceeding at laft to affault che Bi- 
© fhops, andebecauie they were the true Worfhippers of 
* Almighty God, accounted em Enemiesto his Govern- 
“ment and Empire: ---And when all this went on well 
© with him, he intended at laft to have made a general 
* perfecution of the Chriftians, had not Got who fights 
* for his Servants, fpeedily prevented his wicked Defigns 
* ---By raifing up his Servant es up with a mighty 
“ Army in Defence of his Quarrel, and of all good men, 
‘whom God granted the Victory : —- And agen, When 
“he was fall’n into the extreams of Madnefs, that pious 
“Emperor and Defender of the Chriftian Faith, perceiv- 
“tng he was no longer to be finffer'd, thought fit vo- 
“huntarily to attempt the Deliverance of thofe who were 
“fo injurioufly eppre(s'd by the Tyrant, and that he might 
“fave many, reiolv’d to deftroy afew bad men. Hence 
we'fee, tho’ perhaps Licinius might have fome fecret de- 
fignagainit Cenftavtine ; and tho’ there might be’ a Con- 
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tract between €m, yet tho’ this Contre& did > 

appears to us, reach the Chriftians in Licinius’e Don. 
+ cy Pag the oppreffion and Perfecution of thof, 
Chriftians whichis alledg’d as the Goal of the Wa, 
as is yet plainer from the account which Socrates ives 
of the fame matter, . Lib. rft. * Licinius, fayshe, oppreiy4 
‘and filenc’d the Bifbops, and perfecuted the Chrii;,, 
“both with Corporal punifhments, and Jois of the: 
‘Eftates, whereby he ircens’d the Emperor. Cerfian,. 
‘againft him, and thereupon the League was broken 
* Licinius once conquer'd was uled courteoufly, and p " 
‘mitted to go away and lead a private Life; by... 
‘content with this, hegather’d an Army of Burba;j,,_ 
‘ and aflaulted the Empire, --— the End of which y:.. 
is fo well known, that ic need not here beinferted. 


7 It having been obferv’d, that more Perfoj< | 
dy'd {uddenly within thefe few Months than toy p 
years together heretofore, ‘tis therefore de(ry .. 
al] perfons that know any Inftances otf this Nar, 
that they wou'd fend ‘em tO Fobn Duntou ac the + 
ven in the Poultrey, with the moft remarkable ,., 
cumflances relating to their Deaths, there }..., 
now preparing for the Prels a Hiffory of tholos. 
have dyed {uddenly, 8c. 
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{| The Ladies Queftions will be anfwered next Tye//» 

The Supplement to the Fourth Volume of tie 
Athentan Mercury will be publith’t next Fryds 
containing Extra¢ts of the moft Contide. 
rable Books NEWLY PRINTED IN ENG. 
LAND, and in the Forreign Yournals, &. 
and the 12 Numbers that Compleat the fri 
18 Numbers of the 4th. Volume; will be pub- 
lifh’t Dec. 14th, where willbe Anfwered m:. 
ny of thofe Queftions fo much expected. 


Adbertifemertt. 


Tt? Extract of Liquoras, being a Compofition of the 
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beft Medicines for the umdermentioned Difeais 
and altogether different from the common Extra¢t 0! 
that Name, is far beyond any Medicament ever y 
known, or at Jeaft publithed, to cure all forts of Co.4, 
Coughs, Chin-Coughs, Hoarinets, Shortnefs of Breat, 
and any Difeafe of the Lungs thar is Curable. It i: 
exceeding good again{t the Confiumption and {fitting of 
Blood : It may be taken at any time, and the oftner the 
better ; being fo fafe and pleafant, that it may freely 
be given to a Child of any Age. This Exeraét is tor 
(Convenience of carrying it in the pocket) made wp 10 
to Rolls, and fold for one thilling the Roll. 

To be fold by Mr. Dorman Newman, Bookfeller at the 
Kings Arms in the Poulsrey, the corner Shop of Grocer: 
Alley, and at the Rainbow Coffee-houle within Temi 
Bar. 


*,.* There is now publifh’d a Draught of the Arch 
that ftood in Cheapfide on che fourth of this Inftant No 
vember, ( being his Majefties Birth-day ) and the fitth, 
(being the day of his Majefties happy Landing in Eng- 
land) done upon a Copper-plate,in Mezzo Tinto Work, 
and may be had at Mr. Bowles in Se. Pauls Church-yard, 
Mr. Lence near Fleet-Ditch, Mr. Bourns at the Square up 
on London-Bridge, ®nd at molt Picture Shops. 
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